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Have you ever thought about the power and 
potential of tree seed? 

Trees have existed for millennia and have lived 
through a wide variety of conditions and on 
varying sites. They inherit and retain traits that 
improve their ability to survive and reproduce- 
genetic adaptation and pass that onto their 
progeny (children). In order for us to create 
healthy forests for the future through artificial 
regeneration, we must understand why a tree 
grows well on certain sites, where we should 
be sourcing seed from, what affects tree seed 
production, how seed is collected handled and 
stored and then finally used and monitored. 
Understanding basic forest genetic principles is 
important for all practitioners that manage and 
have influence on our urban and rural forests. 

Tree seeds cannot be purchased from a garden 
centre, and they are most certainly not waiting 
on a shelf for us to buy them- especially high-
quality tree seeds of known origin. Before 
undertaking any tree planting or restoration 
activity, it is important to think about the seed 
you need, where to obtain it and whether it is 
best suited to your current and future climate. 

Trained tree seed collectors are key for 
successful restoration programs in Ontario. 
There is a lot of information that a seed 
collector needs to know to capture that 
important genetic material for planting 
programs. 
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