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Knowledge Keepers 

Manoomin, Wild Rice 

The Food That Floats on Water 

 

Indigenous Knowledge Keepers: 

The following individuals, to date, have agreed to be included in this project. They have reviewed and 
approved the inclusion of their personal data that has been provided on the following reference sheets. 
They are aware that they may be contacted by teachers and students from around Ontario to 
participate in their learning by digital and other contact methods.  

1) Jeff Beaver 

2) Dave Mowat 

3) James Whetung 
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Jeff Beaver 

Personal Information: 
Anishinabe 
Member of Alderville First Nation 
Knowledge Keeper:  Manoomin (Wild Rice), Trapping, Fur Management 
Experience: Harvesting Manoomin, Community and classroom presentations - secondary and post-
secondary 
Business owner:  Alderville Indian Crafts and Gifts Shop 
 
Contact information:  
Jeff Beaver 
Telephone: 905 352-3164 
Address: PO Box 961, Cobourg, Ontario, K9A 4W4 
Email: mikwag@eagle.ca (personal) 
 
DVD 
Oshkigmong: A Place Where I Belong: The Story of the Michi Saagiig  
(Mississauga) of Curve Lake First Nation. Curve Lake First Nation. 2015. 
 
Online Article 
Cruickshank. Tom. What Ever Happened to the Rice in Rice Lake? Watershed Magazine. 
https://watershedmagazine.com/index.php/whatever-happened-to-the-rice-in-rice-lake 
 
Videos - YouTube.com: 
Alderville Ricing with Jeff Beaver & Harold Perry. March 29, 2017.  
source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9-dktRdDM20 
 
The Land Between - Wild Rice with Jeff Beaver 
source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_5qaAFbBJ1M 
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Dave Mowat 

 
Personal Information: 
Mishizaagiig - Anishinabe 
Member of Alderville First Nation  
Former Councillor and Economic Development Officer at Alderville First Nation 
Member of Williams Treaty Harvesting Committee 
Knowledge Keeper:  Manoomin (Wild Rice), History of Alderville First Nation (military, Olympic, political) 
and Mississaugas, Crown-First Nation relations from the post-Royal Proclamation period (1764) to the 
present, Treaty Research, Nation to Nation Consultation and Government Relations 
Experience: Harvesting Manoomin, Community and classroom presentations - secondary and post-
secondary 
Employment: Supervisor of Consultation, Lands and Membership, Mississaugas of Scugog Island First 
Nation 
Recipient of Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Medal, 2012 for his work in politics, music and history. 
 
Contact information:  
Dave Mowat 
Telephone: 905 -352-3440  
Address: 661 Dibikad Blvd., R.R.4, Roseneath, Ontario   
Email: dmowat@eagle.ca (personal) 
            dmowat@scugogfirstnation.com (work) 
 
Online Articles 
Judith Goulin. Alderville Trip. Historically Speaking: The Newsletter of the Cobourg and District 
Genealogical Society. Oct. 2012. https://www.cdhs.ca/images/newsletters/NewsletterSep12.pdf 
 
Kapyrka, Julie. "For the Love of Manoominikewin" Anishinabek News.ca.Nov.18, 2015. 
http://anishinabeknews.ca/2015/11/18/for-the-love-of-manoominikewin/ 
 
Lockyer, Peter. The Gunshot Treaty. Watershed. Fall 2012. 
https://watershedmagazine.com/index.php/2012-fall-feature-4 
 
Mowat, Dave. Participant Statement of Dave Mowat. Ontario Municipal Board: Township of North 
Kawartha. https://www.northkawartha.on.ca/en/buildingandproperty/resources/Participant-
Statement-of-Dave-Mowat.pdf 
 
Olympiad IV: The maple Leaf in London in 1908. Maple Leaf Up Web Magazine 
http://mapleleafup.ca/sport/olympics1908.html 
 
Simpson. Leanne. Land and Reconciliation: Having the Right Conversation. Watershed Sentinel. Nov. 23, 
2017. https://watershedsentinel.ca/articles/land-reconciliation/ 
 
Statement from Truth and Reconciliation-Bobcaygeon, October, 2017 
https://trcbob.files.wordpress.com/2017/10/trc-bob-statement-re-manomin.pdf 
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Online Radio 
Matthews, Pamela. Good Intentions - The Founding of Methodist Residential Schools in Upper Canada. 
CJRU.ca:1280 AM. Nov. 28, 2014. https://www.thescopeatryerson.ca/en/thescope/blog/500/Good-
Intentions---the-founding-of-Methodist-Residential-Schools-in-Upper-Canada.htm 
 
YouTube.com Video 
History prt 2 Dave Mowat. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LGaUVIw0DYE 
 
Will-Say of Dave Mowat - Federal Court of Canada - No. T-195-92 – Alderville Indian Band et al v. Her 
Majesty the Queen and Her Majesty the Queen in Right of Ontario. Also known as The Williams Treaties 
action.    
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James Whetung: Knowledge Keeper 

Personal Information: 
Anishinabe 
Member of Curve Lake First Nation, Oshkigmong 
Knowledge Keeper:  Manoomin (Wild Rice) 
Experience: Harvesting Manoomin, University, College, Elementary, Secondary  
Classroom and Community presentations 
Business owner:  Black Duck Wild Rice 
Retails wild rice: Peterborough Farmer's Market, Saturdays, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
 
Contact information:  
James Whetung 
Telephone: (705) 657-1098 
Email: jamesw@live.ca 
 
Online Articles 
By the Bushel Community Food Cooperative. Black Duck Wild Rice. June 1, 2016. 
http://bythebushel.ca/producer/black-duck-wild-rice/ 

 

Hodgins, Bill. Kawartha Lakes receives plan to regulate rice harvest: Pigeon Lake residents among those 
frustrated with noisy harvesting practice. MyKawartha.com. Oct. 11, 2017. 
https://www.mykawartha.com/news-story/7607693-kawartha-lakes-receives-plan-to-regulate-rice-
harvest/ 
 
Jackson, Lisa. Canada's Wild Rice Wars: How a conflict over wild ricing on Pigeon Lake is drawing 
attention to Indigenous rights and tradition food. Al Jazeera Media Network. Feb.20, 2016. 
https://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/2016/02/canada-wild-rice-wars-160217083126970.html 
 
Kapyrka, Julie. "For the Love of Manoominikewin" Anishinabek News.ca.Nov.18, 2015. 
http://anishinabeknews.ca/2015/11/18/for-the-love-of-manoominikewin/ 
Matsumoto, Nancy. "Food Politics: How Wild Rice Is Helping This Native American Tribe Restore Its 
Health—and Its Heritage." Rodale's Organic Life. Oct.17, 2017. 
https://nancymatsumoto.com/articles/2017/10/23/food-politics-how-wild-rice-is-helping-this-native-
american-tribe-restore-its-healthand-its-heritage 
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Sachgau, Oliver. Rice farming in Ontario lake sparks fight over treaty and property rights. The Globe and 
Mail Inc. AUGUST 28, 2015 Updated MAY 15, 2018. 
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/national/rice-farming-in-ontario-lake-sparks-fight-over-
treaty-and-property-rights/article26155200/ 
 
Simpson. Leanne. Land and Reconciliation: Having the Right Conversation. Watershed Sentinel. Nov. 23, 
2017. https://watershedsentinel.ca/articles/land-reconciliation/ 
 
VanMeer, Pamela. "Wild Rice harvesting causing concerns for waterfront homeowners." 
Kawartha 411. October 11, 2017. https://www.kawartha411.ca/2017/10/11/wild-rice-harvesting-
causing-concerns-for-waterfront-homeowners/ 
 
"Wild rice harvest begins on Pigeon Lake, Black Duck Wild Rice plans to seed Rice Lake too". 
Peterborough Examiner Newspaper. Sept. 3, 2015. 
https://www.thepeterboroughexaminer.com/news-story/8216258-wild-rice-harvest-begins-on-pigeon-
lake-black-duck-wild-rice-plans-to-seed-rice-lake-too/ 
 
Online Blog 
Nourishing Communities: Sustainable Local Food Systems Research Group. Black Duck Wild Rice. 
http://nourishingontario.ca/blog/tag/black-duck-wild-rice/ 
 
Online Radio 
"'Cottagers and Indians': A timely play about Indigenous and non-Indigenous relationships". Day 6. CBC 
Radio. February 16. http://www.cbc.ca/radio/day6/cottagers-and-indians-a-timely-play-about-
indigenous-and-non-indigenous-relationships-1.4539821?autoplay=true 
Description: Interview with playwright Drew Hayden- Taylor Play: Cottagers and Indians - based on story 
of James Whetung, Curve Lake First Nation 
 
Wild rice harvesting causes uproar on Pigeon Lake, Ontario. As it Happens. CBC Radio. CBC News. August 
26, 2015. https://www.cbc.ca/radio/asithappens/as-it-happens-tuesday-edition-1.3203220/wild-rice-
harvesting-causes-uproar-on-pigeon-lake-ontario-1.3203499 
Description: Article and 2 audio Interviews with James Whetung and Larry Wood, cottage owner 
 
Organization Websites 
University of Toronto. Centre for Indigenous Studies. Indigenous Food Sovereignty: Wild Rice in the 
Kawarthas. Nov. 1, 2016. http://indigenousstudies.utoronto.ca/event/indigenous-food-sovereignty/ 
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