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USING A WONDER WALL TO SUPPORT
CLASSROOM INQUIRIES - KINDERGARTEN

HEATHER OLAH (/USERS/HEATHER-OLAH)

The Wonder Wall fosters a community of wonder in an inquiry-based classroom. A prominent section of a classroom wall is
devoted to the children’s questions. All questions are respected by being displayed on the wall. This helps children to feel
safe as their wonders and theories emerge. Following a community walk in the fall one of the children wrote “What makes a
good home for a squirrel?” Another child wrote “How do squirrels climb trees? “They added their questions to the wonder
wall. The following day | wrote their questions on chart paper and all of the children signed up for the question that they
wanted to investigate. That afternoon we went squirrel watching. The children were grouped according to the question they
selected and went outside with their Inquiry Books, pencils and wonder wall question in mind, ready to record their
observations. We spent the afternoon watching, sketching, photographing, writing and talking about the squirrels.

Grade Level: Kindergarten

Strand and Topic: Science and Technology
Inquiry Focus:

What are the relationships between my community and me?

How can | show respect for living things in my community?

This inquiry focuses on using the Wonder Wall strategy to support children’s exploration of squirrel behaviour and habitat in
our community.
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®

RESOURCES

Curriculum Expectations (https://connex.stao.ca/sites/default/files/k_wonderwall_curriculumexpectations_0.docx)
Outdoor Exploration (https://connex.stao.ca/sites/default/files/k_wonderwall_activityl.docx)

Research Groups (https://connex.stao.ca/sites/default/files/k_wonderwall_activityl_0.docx)

Knowledge Building Circle (https://connex.stao.ca/sites/default/files/k_wonderwall_activity3.docx)

Construction Extension (https://connex.stao.ca/sites/default/files/construction_extension.pdf)

Inquiry Book Theory (https://connex.stao.ca/sites/default/files/inquiry_book_theory.pdf)

Complete File (https://connex.stao.ca/sites/default/files/kindergarten_wonderwall_complete.docx)
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