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Knowledge Building Circle: Collaborating and synthesizing theories and understandings about the Wonder Wall questions

Knowledge Building Circle for each research group
During these Knowledge Building Circles each group shared their observations and theories.  One group commented on a squirrel’s tail.  “When a squirrel climbs a tree his tail is flat.”  Other children built on this idea by adding “I saw the tail go up when the squirrel sat down, and down when the squirrel was moving.”  The other Knowledge Building circle noticed a collection of nuts high up in a tree that had very strong branches.  One student speculated “I think a good home for a squirrel is a tree with strong branches.  Their homes are up high because it is safe.”  Another child asked “Safe from what?”  The other child responded “Safe from animals that might eat the squirrel’s food or maybe the squirrel.”

Teacher Tip: Use I see, I think, I wonder protocol to scaffold Knowledge Building Circle if students require support generating discussion.

After the lesson (approximately 2 weeks):
· Students continued to draw and write theories and observations in their Inquiry Books
· We continued outdoor observations to address children’s theories
· Students continued to add questions to the Wonder Wall
· We continued Knowledge Building Circles
· Photographs of our squirrel observations were displayed
· Natural materials (e.g., sticks, pinecones, acorns) were collected and brought into the classroom
· There was ongoing use of non-fiction texts to research questions and theories
e.g., Nuts to You! by Lois Ehlert ISBN: 978-0152050641
         Squirrels and Their Nests by Martha E. H. Rustad ISBN: 978-0736851299
         Squirrel: City Safari by Isabel Thomas ISBN: 978-1432988166
         Squirrels by Emily R. Townsend ISBN: 978-0736820691


Examples of how the children shared their learning:
· Children created a book titled “What makes a good home for a squirrel?”  This book contained photographs of trees that the children took along with an explanation as to why a squirrel might choose that particular tree for a home.
· Children created labeled diagrams of squirrels indicating body parts that help them to climb (e.g., tail, claws, paws).










