Instructional Planning and Delivery:

All students will progress at their own pace; teachers need to be aware of the stages of learning that their students are currently at and program with them in mind. In a class population, there will be students who need varying degrees of teacher support and guidance. Some students will need more teacher input while others have more independence and will need some or little teacher input in order to achieve the learning goals of this inquiry. The ultimate goal is to take students from where they are to a more independent level of the inquiry process (i.e.: where they can take more and more initiative). This inquiry will cover teacher-directed inquiry, teacher-student co-led inquiry, and student-initiated inquiry in order to provide a safe learning environment in which students can show growth in their ability to take ownership of their own learning.


Engage:

This stage is designed to create student interest and curiosity, and enables teachers to begin to assess prior knowledge of the students. This is a teacher-led activity to engage students and provide a shared experience from which to draw on later in the inquiry process. See Resource list for general ideas about taking students outside. 

Teacher reads the story, “The Biggest House in the World” by Leo Lionni  (or a suitable alternative), to the students in order to pique their curiosity about snails in their own environment. Take the students outside on a nature walk, just like in the story, in order to look for snails in the schoolyard and/or community. Look for snails under bushes, leaves, in the tall grass, or in shady places during the walk. When a snail(s) hasbeen found, ask students open-ended questions about them: 

· where they live, 
· what they eat, 
· how they eat, 
· how they move
· etc. 

At this point, students can use the magnifying glasses to observe the snails in their natural habitat without disturbing them. Student observations and questions should be recorded on an iPad, camera, sticky notes, or paper for further discussion.
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Examples of Open-ended Questions:

	Teacher-led
	Student-led

	What does this make you wonder about?
What do you think the snail is doing now?
Why do you think that is?
What might we do to find out more about that?
	Possible questions may include the following:

How do snails move without legs?

What do snails eat?

Why do snails live on plants?





