Activity 1: Snail Observation

To begin their inquiry into snails, students will need the opportunity to observe snails in their natural habitat, during one or more nature walks, for a period of time with magnifying glasses. In pairs or small groups, students will watch snails so that they can make some discoveries on their own before beginning any research on snails and their habitats. Students will record their observations on clipboards using Worksheet #1, iPad, or photographic essay with a camera. Students will be instructed on how to carefully and properly handle the snails (note: the eye stalks on a snail look like antenna but should not be touched by fingers) so that they can make closer observations of the snail’s foot, eyes, antennae, and shell, recording these findings as well. Encourage discussion and questions between partners/group members by asking open-ended questions, such as: 

· Why do you think snails have slime? 
· How do you think the snail eats? 
· What might a snail need to live? 
· Why do you think we found the snails where we did? 

Student questions should be noted by students as they record their observations or by the teacher using an anecdotal recording sheet (Teacher Anecdotal Observation Recording Sheet #1 or #1), iPad, or camera. 

Assess Prior Knowledge:  Students will record what they now know about snails by writing or drawing in a discovery journal, dramatic/puppet performance, or oral presentation. This will provide an initial assessment of where individual students are in their understanding of snails and will allow the teacher to plan next steps to support their students’ learning. This will also provide a beginning benchmark with which to measure student growth throughout the inquiry process.
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