Activity 2: Fact or Fiction?

To assist with engaging students in the following research project, the teacher can supply students with a series of “Fact or Fiction?” cards (see examples in Worksheet #2). The students will need to decide which cards represent real facts or made-up statements about snails, their environment, how they interact with that environment, etc. Allow students enough time and opportunity to discuss each card and their reasons for why they decided it was fact or fiction. For those students needing more teacher input, this activity could be done as a large group activity in which the teacher can give as much support as needed. For those students with more independence, this activity could be done in pairs or small groups. After which, a whole class collaboration would allow extra opportunity for discussion and debate. This is a good opportunity to record anecdotal observations about student prior knowledge of snails, understanding about animals in general, and their reasoning skills. When this activity is complete, ask the students how they can find out whether they were right or not in their decisions. 

Explain: Students record what they now know about snails in a learning journal, oral presentation on an iPad, or visual arts piece. This will provide an initial assessment of where individual students are in their knowledge/understanding of snails and will allow the teacher to plan next steps to support their students’ learning.
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