Activity 3: Snail Research
In order to confirm the students’ decisions on the ‘Fact or Fiction’ statements, the teacher can provide written resources, multi-media resources, and videos about snails (see the Resource list for suggestions) for the students in order for them to conduct their own research on snails. The teacher can begin to share the lead for this inquiry with the students by allowing the students to make decisions about what information they need (body parts, basic needs, how they help the environment, etc.), how they are going to obtain this information, and whether they will do it by themselves, in pairs, or in small groups. 
For those students who need more teacher guidance, the decision may be made to work as a whole class with the teacher reading the information and the students, in partners or small groups, recording the relevant information on sticky notes, chart paper, whiteboard/blackboard, or iPad/computer for the class to view. 
For those students with more independence, they may choose to work individually or with a partner to complete their research and record with a strategy of their choice, such as learning log, computer slideshow, or a dramatic performance. 
When the research is completed, a collaborative discussion should take place as a whole group, small groups, or as think-pair-share groups in order to make final decisions as to whether the ‘Fact or Fiction’ statements were true or false as they had earlier predicted. Some deeper level discussions could arise from those statements that the students had misconceptions about and why the misconceptions may have happened. 
This is a good opportunity to record anecdotal observations about students’ knowledge of snails and their reasoning skills. This is an excellent opportunity to have a whole group, small group, or partner discussion about the value of snails in our environment and why people should ensure that their environment is protected in order to ensure their continued survival.

Explain: Students record the information that they now know about snails on a concept map. The teacher may need to begin the process with the students if they have not completed one before; students may use Worksheet #3, Worksheet #4 (Snail Body Parts), photo essay, computer slideshow, oral performance, or visual arts project.
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