Activity 5: Snail Inquiry
Once the snails are safely in their habitat in the classroom, students will have numerous opportunities to study them up close, with and without magnifying glasses. Student observations could be recorded in the Snail Observation Journal, Worksheet #1, if desired, or in a discovery/learning journal, photo-essay, or computer slideshow. Observations can be made at various times throughout the school day by individuals, pairs, or small groups. 

Students who are curious to find out more about the snails can brainstorm in partners or small groups on what else they want to learn about snails. Questions about snails may include: 

· What do snails prefer to eat? 
· What is easier for snails to move on? 
· Do snails prefer light or dark spaces? 

In a whole group discussion, the teacher can then guide the students to designing animal-friendly experiments to address some of the student questions about snails (not all questions may be able to be addressed in an animal-friendly experiment and may need to be addressed in a different manner, such as internet exploration). Some suggestions are as follows:  

What do snails prefer to eat (lettuce vs. carrot; cucumber vs. celery; etc.)?  
What is easier for snails to move on (smooth surface vs. rough surface)?  
Do snails prefer light or dark (provide a shady and a lighted area close by the snail in order to see where it crawls)?

Students record what they predict will happen in each experiment, what really happened, and why they think that happened. Students who need more input can complete these experiments in a guided, whole group situation. Students with more independence may complete these experiments in partners or small groups. Different groups may complete different experiments and then report their findings to their peers (in a jigsaw fashion) through oral, iPad, or visual presentations. This is a good opportunity to make anecdotal observations about the students’ ability to ask questions, figure out appropriate ways to answer those questions, and what understanding they have come to as a result of those inquiries. 

Explain: Students record what they have now learned about snails in a discovery journal, dramatic performance, oral presentation such as storytelling, or video documenting.

Ongoing observations of the snails in their habitat may be made on a regular basis in the Snail Observation Journal (Worksheet #1) or using other strategies, such as iPad/camera pictures, visual arts drawings, computer slideshow, etc.

Dependent upon student engagement, questions, and ability to take initiative, this could lead to further inquiry or research. Allow students the opportunity to supplement their knowledge and understanding of snails by giving them the chance to complete this follow-up inquiry with teacher guidance, as needed. Students needing teacher input can do an inquiry on a teacher-initiated topic, such as: Where do snails live? These students could present their findings in an oral presentation, storyboard, or labeled visual arts picture. 

Students who are well on their way to independence with respect to inquiry, can chose a snail topic that is relevant to them and present their findings using a strategy of their choice, such as a creative journal, poster, photo essay, puppet performance, iPad (oral) presentation, etc. A field trip to a local conservation area/forest or a visit from an animal specialist would be informative for students.
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