Activity 4: Habitat Requirements/Building
Now that the students have all this information about snails, what can they do with it so that they can study real snails up close over a longer time period? The teacher can provide an aquarium to begin the brainstorming discussion with the students. The students can make suggestions individually, as partners, or as small groups. 
The idea of making a snail habitat will likely be high on the list of suggestions. The teacher can share the lead with the students by guiding them, if needed, to this idea of building a snail habitat. In order for a habitat to be a successful place in which snails may live, they must meet all the basic needs of a snail (i.e.: food, water, shelter, air, and indirectly, sunlight). 
From the research already completed, the students may have enough information to accomplish this task successfully; however, if their research is not complete enough, the students will need to do some specific research into habitats. In partners or small groups, students will then record what a snail habitat needs on Worksheet #5, chart paper, sticky notes, or iPad with reasons why they feel that those habitat components are needed by the snails. Collaborative discussion in small groups or as a whole class can fill in any gaps that students may have in their habitat requirements. 
This is a good opportunity to record anecdotal observations about student understanding of the basic needs of snails and how that translates into habitat requirements. Decisions by students as to how they can ‘build’ the snail habitat in the aquarium, using this information, can be made before going on a nature walk to gather the components of the habitat. Working as a team, the class can ‘build’ the habitat outside and then carefully collect some snails to put into their habitat (for short-term study and release back to their original home). 
This is an opportunity to do some procedural writing on how to assemble a snail habitat (using Worksheet #7), if desired, or this could be used later in the inquiry as one of the Future Opportunity activities.
Teacher Tip: Ensure that snails are fed regularly with vegetable food scraps from lunches, are sprayed gently with water regularly to keep them moist, and that the aquarium is located in a safe place in the classroom where it cannot be knocked over by accident nor be in direct sunlight for extended periods of time. Discuss with students why they think that each of these directions needs to be followed closely.
Explain: Students can record what the completed habitat looks like on Worksheet #6, in a learning journal, visual arts piece, iPad or camera pictures, or an oral-visual presentation.
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