Knowledge Building Circle

After the first ‘hands-on’ experience it is now time to discuss the concept of shelters/homes and nests verbally, with a graphic organizer. The students will be using their prior knowledge about their environment, nests, birds and homes. The teacher will ask a ‘Big Idea’ question that allows no wrong answers. The students are free to connect to previous experiences and input any comment/fact they feel is relevant. 

‘Big Idea’ Question: “What is a nest?” (Or “What do you know about nests?”)

They already know the context of the question because of their experimental nest construction on/in the previous day/period. 

The teacher will have a large board with open space, in the middle will be a drawn circle or cut out piece of paper with the word “NEST” on it. All of their ideas, opinions, theories, facts and comments will be added to the board. The visual representation of their ideas is used for several reasons. To remind the kids that their ideas are important, for later assessment (anecdotal records), shared writing skills (phonics development, Concepts of Print etc.) and finally for reflection (students, parents, and teachers). 

Many concepts will emerge from this brain storming discussion. The idea of “home” will be the one you focus on. 

Sketchbook reflection and consolidation:
Give the students their sketchbooks (or a piece of paper). Ask them to draw what THEY think a ‘home’ is. 
Prompting questions for further direction: What does a ‘home’ look like? What is it made of? What are they used for? Does a home have shapes? Can you think of ‘homes’ you have seen before? 
These sketches will be used for further assessment. They are also a way for the students to use a different modality to get their ideas out. They are now using fine motor, phonics and printing skills. 

Hoola Hoop Venn Diagram: Bird’s Nest and ‘Our Homes”

Set out two hoola hoops side by side. Have two labeled titles (NEST and OUR HOMES) for each hoop. 











The Big Idea here is for the students to compare, contrast, develop their thoughts, observe, think critically and form opinions/theories. They have already built a nest as a class, discussed what a nest is and started to notice and talk about different kinds of homes/shelters. This activity targets their prior knowledge as well as recent exposure to the subjects being compared. 
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