Stage #1: Experimentation with Materials

Ask the students: “What is a nest made of?” or “What materials do birds use to build a nest?”
Brain storm ideas as a class, have a graphic organizer on a chart paper or board

  









The children can print their own ideas and place them on the organizer themselves. 

Remind the class about their previous discussion (“What is a nest?”). This will spark more conversation about shelters/homes and how families are protected by homes. You want the students to start thinking about HOW a nest protects their babies and WHAT the eggs need to be protected from. 


Ideas:

-Predators (animals)
-Weather (wind, rain, storms)
-Humans (cars, construction, people)
Conducting the experiments:

Split class into 2-4 groups (depending on ideas, class size and adult to teacher ratio). If you are unable to split into groups you may conduct the experiments as a whole class in different periods of the day/week. 

Hypothesis:

Create a graph with three main materials that the children had listed in “What is a nest made of?” In this activity the children will have pieces of paper with their names on them. They are hypothesizing which material will protect the ‘baby eggs’ from water, wind, animals and humans. Once the graph is completed it is now time to make three miniature model nests out of each material (for example one nest made of sticks, one of rope and one of leaves). Test these nests against the elements listed as risks for the nest.
Example:
Take the stick nest and have the students dump water on it, place a fan on high beside it and drop it or throw it around. The children should come up with these ways to test. 
Discuss and record (anecdotal) their findings. 
Prompting questions:
“What did you notice?”
“What happened to the nest?”
“What surprised you most?”
“Which one was the strongest?”
[bookmark: _GoBack]
