Template for Classroom Catalyst (Elementary) 
 Title: 
Grade Level
Strand(s) and Unit(s): 
Overview: 
Inquiry Focus: List key words and/or key question(s) that reflect the focus of the inquiry-based learning experience/approach.
Timeline: Suggest a timeline for the inquiry-based lesson(s) and prior scaffolding skills and knowledge- building lessons. Include a note that the time required depends on students’ background knowledge, skills set, level of interest and any additional time required for completion of student work.
Big Ideas: List the Big Idea(s) the inquiry-based lesson(s) will support.
Key Concepts: List one or more key concepts addressed in the inquiry-based lessons.
Prior Knowledge: State the prior knowledge the students are expected to have in order to be successfully engaged in the inquiry-based lesson(s).
Materials and Equipment: List all required materials and equipment for both the teacher and students for the inquiry-based lesson(s) and the prior skills and knowledge-building lesson(s).
Safety: List the safety considerations for the inquiry-based lessons and prior skills and knowledge-building lesson(s). State the criteria that ensure safe practices. 
Instructional Planning and Delivery: This section should fully describe the lesson sequence on how you apply the inquiry-based strategy/approach in your classroom and the steps teachers can follow to adapt for use in their classrooms. Where ever possible, embed teacher tips and hints throughout the lessons/approaches.  
Here are some helpful ideas:
· How did you start the process?
· What were the guiding questions?   Backwards design process:
· What is it that you want your students to learn or to be able to do?
· How will you know that they learned what you wanted them to learn (or do)?
· How will you get them there? 
· How did you scaffold the instruction of required skill sets and knowledge-building? Use sub-headings to describe the sequence of teaching/learning strategies and discussion outlines with suggested timelines.
· What were the Inquiry experiential and hands-on opportunities? Use sub-headings to describe these teaching/learning opportunities with suggested timelines.
Student Support Resources:  Provide classroom-ready student support materials and, where applicable, include original (created by you) handouts (e.g. activity/observation sheets, Black Line Masters, PowerPoints …) for the inquiry-based lesson(s) and scaffolding skills sets and knowledge-building lesson(s). Number the handouts (e.g. worksheet #1) and insert these numbers into the lesson outlines. 
Related Background Resources and/or Links: Acknowledge sources using the accepted APA style of documentation. 
Assessment Opportunities: Include classroom assessment strategies and tools that will be incorporated into the lessons to reflect how well students are achieving the curriculum expectations by assessing for learning and as learning. 
Future Opportunities / Extensions: Where else could this lead? List possible classroom and/or community based extension activities (e.g. school/community fairs, audits, field trips, guest speakers, investigations, debates, interviews….). 
[bookmark: _gjdgxs]

