Activity 3: Classification Introduction
	
Put the words from BLM #7 on construction paper, spread them out, and post them around the classroom walls. Divide the class up evenly and have them stand under the signs.  Their task is to discuss in their small groups what their sign means and to give a couple of examples.  E.g., MAMMALS -have hair and live young, such as cats and dogs. 

Ask each group to have a spokesperson to report their discussion to the class. Then have everyone sit back in their desks and ask them to think which sign has the LEAST number of species in the world. Tell them to guess and then on the count of 3, ask them to stand by that sign. Next, have everyone sit back at their desks and this time, ask them to think which sign has the MOST number of species in the world. Tell them to guess and then on the count of 3, ask them to stand by that sign. Now have a class discussion about why they chose their LEAST and MOST signs.

In pairs, go on www.ecokids.ca and click on “What is Biodiversity” and “Species Diversity”. Have the students write down their jot notes on post-it notes and place them on chart paper that you have created with the same headings.  

Give each pair a copy of BLM #8 and have them look up and record “Species Diversity on Earth” from that same website.  On the bottom of that same page, have them write down jot notes about what they just read on this website and found interesting, e.g., How many millions of each species do they estimate exist?

Next give each pair BLM #9 to help them organize their information on the www.ecokids.ca website while they read the short biodiversity sections on ENVIRONMENT, FOOD, and HUMAN ACTIVITIES.  Have each pair of students sit with another pair to discuss what they just read and learned.  Then have a few students share their responses with the class.
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